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speaking with earnestness," said  M.  de   Marigny,
"and not a  mere burst of spite or malignity."

The Duke de Gontaut was the brother-in-law
and friend of M. de Choiseul, and was assiduous
in his attendance on. Madame de Pompadour.
The sister of M. de Choiseul, Madame de Gram-
mont, and his wife were equally constant in their
attentions. This will sufficiently account for the
ascendancy of M. de Choiseul, whom nobody would
have ventured to attack. Chance, however, dis-
covered to me a secret correspondence of the
King, with a man in a very obscure station. This
man, who had a place in the fermes generates, of
from two to three hundred a-year, was related to
one of the young ladies of the fare GMX cerfs, by
whom he was recommended to the King. He
was also connected in some way with M. de
Broglie, in whom the King placed great con*                 *rf iftr
